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MONTANA FINE ARTS COUNCIL
MAKES GRANTS, PLANS ’68-'69 SELECTIONS

The Montana Fine Arts Council will review applications for fiscal year 1968-69 grants
early in January; communities desiring grants are to apply before December 1, said Dr.
Charles W. Bolen, council chairman and University of Montana dean of the school of fine
arts.
Applications are to be sent directly to Dr. Bolen, who said awards will be announced
early in March.
Montana is one of 42 states receiving money from the federal government to assist
communities in the advancement of cultural activities.
"It is council policy to give priority to fund requests from towns that do not enjoy
the cultural advantages of communities that have a college or a university," explained
Dr. Bolen.
"Montana, like other states, is stimulating the arts.

This will have effects not

only now, but also in the future when the students who come from these communities have
been exposed to cultural opportunities sometimes afforded only to those who live in
college communities," said Dr. Bolen.
At a recent meeting of the council, which was appointed by the governor, additional
grants valued at about $3,000 were awarded in three major fields.
Visual Arts - A ceramics workshop for Montana ceramasists will be offered with the
workshop planned to be in Missoula.

Future workshops will be in Bozeman and Helena.

An Outstanding Indian Artist Award will be given to a member of the Ka-Eyta Indian
group which lives near Harlem.

A former Montanan, George Poindexter, who now owns an art

gallery in New York City, is providing the matching funds for this award.
More

Fine Arts--2-Dance - The group planning for a state dance festival which will be in Helena in May or
June was awarded additional money.

The money was made available because the Utah Ballet

Company scheduled to tour the state will not make appearances this year.
Music - The Helena Symphony received an additional grant and the Montana State
University music department received money to assist in the sponsorship of a professional
performing group which will appear later this year.

The Montana Institute of Arts also

was awarded money for the establishment of a state folklore association and festival.
Dr. Bolen said the grants from the council are to assist in the financing of the
various community projects and that grants never exceed 50 per cent of the cost.
Montana received $40,000 last year from the National Endowment for the Arts, and is
now waiting Congressional action concerning next year's funds.
Council members are Dr. Bolan, Missoula; F.H. Brown Jr., Missoula; Mrs. William
Cordingley, Great Falls; Robert Q. Crebo, Helena; Earl Dahlstrom, Moore; Robert Fehlberg,
Billings; Archie Joscelyn, Missoula; Mrs. Blanche Judge, Helena; Skulason Moe, Poplar;
Van Kirke Nelson, Kalispell; Mrs. James B. Nelstead, Miles City; Lyndon Pomeroy, Billings
Harold C. Rose, Bozeman; Mrs. Joseph Sample, Billings, and S. John Schile, Missoula.
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